
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: Where We Live/Map Skills                                                         Unit: 1 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Fourth                                                           Timeline:  September-October 

Unit Summary: Students will learn about various types of globes and maps, including resource maps, 

physical maps, political maps, and population maps, and will understand how different types of maps help 

us gain an understanding of our world. Students will also learn map skills and how physical features and 

natural resources affect life in an area. Students will work collaboratively and make use of manipulatives, 

digital media, interactive websites, and text to complete unit objectives and to gain practice 

communicating using 21
st
 century media.  

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Character Education/Health, Technology, Language Arts  

21
st
 century themes and skills:  Critical Thinking and Problem Solving; Life and Career Skills; 

Collaboration, Teamwork, and Leadership 

Unit Rationale: Students will understand that their position in the world can be defined in various ways. 

Students will learn to read and interpret maps that they will need to interpret nonfiction text and to 

understand the world around them. Students will use 21
st
 century tools to communicate their knowledge of 

maps and map skills. 

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think analytically 
about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. 
Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core 
democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, collaboration, 
and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and 
organizational cultures. 

 

Content Statements 

 Spatial thinking and geographic tools can be used to describe and analyze the spatial patterns and 
organization of people, places, and environments on Earth. 

 Places are jointly characterized by their physical and human properties. 

 Regions form and change as a result of unique physical/ecological conditions, economies, and cultures. 

 Patterns of settlement across Earth’s surface differ markedly from region to region, place to place, and 

time to time. 

 Historical symbols and the ideas and events they represent play a role in understanding and evaluating our 

history. 

 Brainstorming activities enhance creative and innovative thinking in individual and group goal setting and 
problem solving. 

 Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater efficiency. 

 Communication with people from different cultural backgrounds is enhanced by the understanding of 

different cultural perspectives. 

 Digital media are 21st-century tools used for local and global communication. 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 
6.1.4.B.1  Compare and contrast information that can be found on different types of maps, and determine 



when the information may be useful. 

6.1.4.B.2  Use physical and political maps to explain how the location and spatial relationship of places in 
New Jersey, the United States, and other areas, worldwide, have contributed to cultural diffusion 
and economic interdependence.  

6.1.4.B.3  Explain how and when it is important to use digital geographic tools, political maps, and globes to 
measure distances and to determine time zones and locations using latitude and longitude.  

6.1.4.B.4  Describe how landforms, climate and weather, and availability of resources have impacted where 
and how people live and work in different regions of New Jersey and the United States.  

6.1.4.B.6  Compare and contrast characteristics of regions in the United States based on culture, economics, 
politics, and physical environment to understand the concept of regionalism.     

6.1.4.B.7  Explain why some locations in New Jersey and the United States are more suited for settlement 
than others.  

6.1.4.B.8  Compare ways people choose to use and divide natural resources.  

 6.1.4.D.17  Explain the role of historical symbols, monuments, and holidays and how they affect the American 
identity. 

9.1.4.B.1  Participate in brainstorming sessions to seek information, ideas, and strategies that foster creative 
thinking. 

9.1.4.C.1  Practice collaborative skills in groups, and explain how these skills assist in completing tasks in 
different settings (at home, in school, and during play).  

9.1.4.D.3  Demonstrate an awareness of one’s own culture and other cultures during interactions within and 
outside of the classroom.  

9.1.4.E.2  Demonstrate effective communication using digital media during classroom activities. 

 

Unit Essential Questions 

 Why study geographical representations? 

 Why are there boundaries? 

 What determines a boundary? 

 How do we measure things? 

 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Maps are useful tools that help us find places of 
interest.  They can help us to get from one place to 

another.  There are different types of maps to help 
us find out important information. 

Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Differentiate between: living and nonliving resources and renewable and non renewable resources. 

 Use longitude and latitude in order to locate specific areas on a map. 

 Determine the difference between various maps. 

 Identify physical, political, population, resource, weather, and time zone maps. 

 Locate the state of New Jersey on the map, along with its major cities, landmarks, and waterways. 

 Describe the geography of New Jersey. 

 Understand a scale is a guide that explains the relationship between real distances on Earth and distances on a 
map.  

 Determine the locations of places and interpret information available on maps and globes. 

 Use thematic maps and other geographic representations to obtain, describe, and compare spatial patterns and 
information about people, places, regions, and environments. 

 Identify and use a variety of primary and secondary sources for reconstructing the past (i.e., documents, letters, 
diaries, maps, photos, etc.) 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

 Map and Globe Skills Test 

 “Where Am I” Poster 

 

Equipment needed: SMARTBoard, poster board, test handouts 

Teacher Instructional Resources: Google Earth, desk maps, wall maps, globes, social studies textbook 

 

 



Formative Assessments 

 Continents and Oceans Quiz 

 States Pre-assessment 

 Maps and Globes Learning Stations 

 “Celebrity Tour” Latitude/Longitude Project 

 Interactive SMARTBoard Websites 

 

 

Integration of Technology: The SMARTBoard and Elmo will be utilized throughout the unit to provide 

visual examples of maps and map skills. Google Earth and other websites will be used.  

 

Technology Resources: 

www.GoogleEarth.com 

 

http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/latitude-longitude-map-game.php 

 

 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation: Students have an opportunity to work with partners or in small groups 

on activities. The quantity of items required on projects can be altered, according to the needs of the 

learner. Students will have an opportunity to study maps visually as well as in a hands-on way. Students 

can choose how they wish to show their knowledge of content from various types of projects. 

Teacher Notes: Integrate with reading and writing, and collaborate as much as possible. Utilize partner/ 

group activities to enhance student understanding and peer learning. 

 

http://www.googleearth.com/
http://www.kidsgeo.com/geography-games/latitude-longitude-map-game.php

